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Saint Kitts and Nevis 

Incidence and Nature of Child Labor 

Statistics on the number of working children under age 15 in Saint Kitts and Nevis are unavailable.
4033

  
However, there are reports that in rural areas children often assist with livestock farming and vegetable 
production, and some children provide care for family members at the expense of their education.

4034
  Girls 

often work as domestic servants or child care providers outside of their homes.
4035

  In the past it has been 
reported that children may be involved in pornography, prostitution, and the distribution of drugs, 
according to the U.S. Department of State.

4036
   

 
Education is free and compulsory between the ages of 5 and 16 years.

4037
  In 2002, the gross primary 

enrollment rate was 112 percent, and the net primary enrollment rate was 100 percent.
4038

  Gross and net 
enrollment ratios are based on the number of students formally registered in primary school and therefore 

do not necessarily reflect actual school attendance.  Primary school attendance statistics are not 
available for Saint Kitts and Nevis.

4039
  As of 1999, 87 percent of children who started primary school 

were likely to reach grade 5.
4040

  Additionally, UNICEF reports that Saint Kitts and Nevis was recognized 
for having a well-developed pre-school program along with only fourteen other countries in Latin 
America and the Caribbean.

4041
  In 2005, Saint Kitts and Nevis also ranked 49 out of 177 countries on the 

United Nations Human Development Report based on its literacy rate and school enrollment ratios.
4042
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Child Labor Laws and Enforcement 

The 2002 Employment of Children (Restriction) Act and the Employment of Women, Young Persons, and 
Children Act set the minimum age for employment at 16 years of age.

4043
  Both acts define a “child” as a 

person under 16 years of age.
4044

  The law provides that persons found guilty of breaking child labor laws 
will be held liable to a fine of approximately USD 600.

4045
    

 
In 2005, the Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis ratified ILO Convention 138, Minimum Age 
Convention.

4046
   

 
The worst forms of child labor may be prosecuted under different statutes in Saint Kitts and Nevis.  The 
2002 Employment of Children (Restriction) Act and the Constitution prohibit slavery, servitude and 
forced labor.

4047
  Although a comprehensive anti-trafficking law does not exist in Saint Kitts and Nevis

4048
, 

trafficking can be prosecuted under various provisions of the Penal Code.
4049

  Additionally, prostitution is 
illegal in Saint Kitts and Nevis.

4050
  Procurement of persons by threats, fraud, or administering drugs for 

prostitution is also illegal.
4051

  Kidnapping or abduction of a female under the age of 16 for sexual purposes 
is considered a misdemeanor offense and punishable by up to 2 years of imprisonment.

4052
  Engaging in 

sexual relations with a girl under 14 years is considered a felony, and offenders over 16 years can be 
sentenced to imprisonment for life.

4053
  Engaging in sexual relations with girls between 14 and 15 years of 

age is considered a misdemeanor offense, punishable by a prison term of not more than 2 years with or 
without hard labor.  The statute of limitations on these offenses expires one year after the incident.

4054
  In 

2004, the most recent period for which information is available, officials brought charges in 22 cases of 
alleged sexual activity with minors such as statutory rape and 5 cases of incest.

4055
  The minimum age for 

enrollment in the Saint Kitts and Nevis security forces is 18.
4056

   
 
The Department of Labor of Saint Kitts and Nevis is responsible for enforcing child labor laws.

4057
  The 

Ministry has a “child labor inspector” responsible for monitoring the implementation of ILO Convention 
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182.
4058

  The government reports that the Probation and Child Welfare Unit in the Ministry of Social 
Development has an active monitoring system with truancy officers.

4059
  The government also has a Child 

Welfare Board consisting of members from the private and public sectors established in support of the 
1994 Probation and Child Welfare Board Act.

4060
  The Board is responsible for monitoring the rights of 

children, as well as providing care and protection for children.
4061

  To further protect children, the 
government established a 10 pm curfew for unaccompanied children under 16 years of age.

4062
  Vigorous 

action will reportedly be taken to prosecute adults responsible for these children, or adults who encourage 
children to partake in late night activities that would violate the curfew.

4063
  

 

Current Government Policies and Programs to Eliminate the Worst Forms of Child 
Labor 

The Government of Saint Kitts and Nevis has pledged to 
place high importance on access to affordable and quality 
education, teacher training, and regional cooperation to 
ensure the safe and secure transportation and flow of people 
as part of the Third Border Initiative Program.

4064
   The 

objective of the initiative is to focus funding and assistance 
on specific programs designed to enhance cooperation 
between the United States and the Caribbean States in areas 
such as education and security, and to combat trafficking in 
persons and drugs.

4065
   

 
In support of these commitments, the Department of Social and Community Development has 
implemented a number of education programs that benefit children to assist with community-based 
training and personal development activities.

4066
  Such activities include summer camps designed to 

provide assistance to an estimated 600 children in Saint Kitts and Nevis; after-school programs targeting 
30 children between 6-12 years of age and 20 teenagers at all community centers; and school-to-work 
transition workshops targeting individuals who did not complete school in order to help them enter the 
workforce.

4067
  The government’s comprehensive social development program provides books, uniforms, 

meals, and pays examination fees for school children.
4068

  In 2005, the government also increased the 
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allocation of funds towards post-secondary education to strengthen the Non-Formal Youth Skills Program 
and Advanced Vocational Education Center to assist children who do not perform well in school.

4069
   

 
The Department of Gender Affairs assisted the public with unemployment, technical training, childcare, 
and the Viola Project, an initiative designed to encourage young mothers to complete their education, 
which had 17 participants in 2004.

4070
   

 
In 2002, the Ministry of Education acquired funding from the World Bank to make secondary schools 
more accessible to its citizens through the construction of new schools, improvement of the curriculum 
and quality of teaching, provision of books and other education materials, fellowships, and other 
programs targeting disadvantaged youth.  This program, expected to end in 2008, will encourage greater 
parental involvement.

4071
  In 2005, the Prime Minister of Saint Kitts and Nevis reported that the 

government will upgrade and modernize its education system by continuing to implement the Basic 
Education Project and the Secondary Education Development Project to include the construction of a new 
secondary school, and modernizing the management, content and delivery of secondary education.

4072
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